
 

 

Music Curriculum Overview 

 

Curriculum Intent 

Our music curriculum aims to develop a love of music, inspiring and engaging our children through exposure to music across a range of historical 

periods, genres, styles and traditions. Music is a means by which we strengthen our bond as a school and connect with our local community. We 

hope to broaden the children’s cultural understanding by exposing them to a diverse range of high-quality musical experiences. Children will learn 

to respect and enjoy music from communities and countries all around the world. Children will have opportunities to perform and sing, recognising 

their talent as musicians. Our curriculum allows children to listen and respond to music, making musical judgements through discussion and 

expression. Through use of charanga, children are given the opportunity to play tuned and untuned instruments, as well as developing their 

musical skill of singing. By developing as singers, performers and composers, all children will be able to become confident, reflective musicians. 

 

Substantive Knowledge 

Technical Constructive Expressive Knowledge of Music 

- Competence in controlling sound 
(instrumental, vocal or with music 
technology) 
 
Children will play tuned and un-tuned 
instruments musically, with increasing 
accuracy, fluency, control and expression.. 
They will play and perform in solo and 
ensemble contexts, playing musical 

- Knowledge of the musical 
elements/interrelated dimensions of music 
- Knowledge of the components of 
composition 
 
Children will understand and explore how 
music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the inter-
related dimensions: pitch, duration, 

 - Musical quality 
- Musical creativity 
 
 
 

- Knowledge of musical meaning 
across the world and time 
 
Children will evaluate and appreciate 
music across a range of historical 
periods, genres, styles and traditions, 
including the works of great composers 
and musicians. Children will listen with 
concentration and understanding to a 



 

instruments with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression.  
 
Children will use their voices expressively 
and creatively by singing songs and 
speaking chants and rhymes. They will learn 
to use their voices with increasing accuracy, 
fluency, control and expression. They will be 
taught to sing with increased confidence.   
 

dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure 
and appropriate musical notations. Children 
will experiment with, create, select and 
combine sounds using the inter-related 
dimensions of music. They will improvise 
and compose music for a range of purposes. 
Children will understand musical notations, 
as well as a history of music.  
 

range of high-quality live and recorded 
music, and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory.  

 

Substantive and disciplinary knowledge in Music 

Substantive knowledge in music is based on the developing knowledge of the nine interrelated dimensions of music. All musical learning is built around the 

interrelated dimensions of music. 

 

Substantive knowledge focuses on developing children’s skills and knowledge required for them to develop as musicians. This is achieved through deliberate 

practice and allows children to develop and demonstrate fluency of knowledge. It involves learning about music across a range of historical periods, genres, 

styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians.  

 



 

Disciplinary knowledge in music is the interpretation on the interrelated dimensions of music and how this knowledge is used when singing, playing 

instruments, improvising and composing, to develop creative and original pieces and performances. Children work independently and collaboratively to 

interpret and combine the dimensions of music to create a specific and desired effect.  

 

 
 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    

    

    

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


